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Madagascar their headquarters, and emulated
the feats of Every and Kidd. The Beyt pirates
were as mischievous as ever, while the Muscat
Arabs could muster, in 1715, a ship of seventy-
four guns, two of sixty, one of fifty, eighteen
carrying thirty-two to twelve guns each, and a
host of smaller vessels carrying never less than
four guns. The Company was forced to rely
on its own exertions, as there was not a single
King's ship in Indian waters. The few armed
vessels belonging to Bombay convoyed the more
valuable vessels along the coast. The larger ships,
that made the ocean voyage between India and
Europe, sailed in company for mutual protection.